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Inside this issue: 

Welcome to the first newsletter of the New Year! 

As always, CHATS is flat out working on multiple projects and shows for this 

year and the next. In this issue there are a number of exciting announcements 

and opportunities for our members. 

Don’t forget, CHATS AGM on the 8th of February at the Jetty Theatre at 11am. 

See you at the theatre soon! 

Christmas Brunch 

We had a fantastic roll up to the joint Christmas 

brunch with our sister company CHMCC at the 

theatre just before Christmas, where we were 

entertained by Maureen Burgess’s “We’re All 

Stars Choir” delivering glorious carols in multi 

part harmonies. 



Marty and Mauz 
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CHATS Members Marty Elliott and Mauz 

Burgess have finally decided to tie the 

knot. 

The wedding date is 31st October, almost 

exactly on their ten years anniversary. 

The couple met during rehearsals for 

CHATS production of “Falling from 

Grace”, directed by Kelly McLoughlin 

Wilden in 2010. 

Mauz was cast in the leading Lady role and Marty as her lover and after ‘couples coun-

selling’ with Shirley Barnett and being asked by the Director to go on three dates togeth-

er to become more comfortable with each other, they unexpectedly found much common 

ground and their relationship blossomed. 

They have appeared in other CHATS productions together, including “Death of A Sales-

man” and most recently, as Director and principal actor in Jaq and the Green Pork, a 

play written by Mauz herself. 

They have both been stalwarts of Local Community Theatre, Marty predominately with 

CHATS and Mauz with CHMCC and both are past Presidents of their respective compa-

nies. 

We wish them all the best for their future together!  
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Rehearsals for Romeo and Juliet are in 
full swing with the cast now complete. 
Director Beckley is delighted with how 
the enthusiastic cast are embracing the 
work, and this show promises to be a 
powerhouse of emotion. 
Tickets are available from the theatre or 
online at https://www.jettytheatre.com/romeo-juliet/  

Get in quick folks, this production will be 
an absolute treat! 

2020 AGM 

The CHATS Annual General Meeting will be held on Saturday February 

8th, 11am at the Jetty Theatre pergola area.   
 

To have items added to the agenda, please contact the secretary at 

info@chats.org.au. 
 

All committee positions will be open, so please consider nominating 

yourself or someone else to play a role in running CHATS Productions! 

 

Please note that you must be a current financial member to vote or 

stand for a position. 

https://www.jettytheatre.com/romeo-juliet/


January - February 2020 

Dear Members, 

Welcome to 2020, first of all congratulations to Marty and 

Maureen on their upcoming wedding, I would like to say I was 

there at the beginning as I was the Stage Manager for “Falling 

From Grace”, the play that started it all. I will also add that what 

happens on the sawhorse stays on the sawhorse. Nothing to be seen here. 

Wow what a wonderful 2020 we have, Beckley assures me that Romeo and Juliet is 

flying along! This brilliant cast is bringing the Bard’s work to life in classic fashion. I 

am sure that if you love Shakespeare you will love this production. You can book your 

tickets through the JMT website https://www.jettytheatre.com/romeo-juliet/  or phone 

the Box Office on 6648 4930 Noon – 4pm Tuesday to Friday. 

Next we have Pat Slattery directing Steel Magnolias; this is right up Patty’s alley with a 

strong female cast and a topical and hard hitting story. Remember Calendar Girls, well 

I am confident that this will be up to that standard. 

The last play for the year will be ‘The Importance of being Earnest’; this classic Oscar 

Wilde comedy will be directed by myself, and I am sure that all theatre goers will ap-

preciate this very witty piece of theatre. 

The committee has already got some good ideas for 2021, but we would like some in-

put from you the members. After our hugely successful play reading at The Coast Hotel 

last year we would like to hear from you with any ideas for 2021 so don’t be shy 

speak up and have your say. 

Regards 

Rex Madigan 
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President’s Chat 

Snippets 

• CHATS now has the facility to accept payment for tickets at the box office via credit 

or debit cards, and has been doing so for the last two shows! 

• The website now has a link to the photo gallery of previous shows, the link is at the 

bottom of the Gallery page. Or click here Previous Shows 

• We are planning to run two play readings this year, keep an eye out for details on 

social media and via email! 

https://www.jettytheatre.com/romeo-juliet/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/chats-productions/albums


WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING  
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Wow! The theatre scene in Coffs Harbour is really burgeoning at the moment! There 

have been so many wonderful opportunities to be a part of the performing arts scene 

in our stunning town, and CHATS members have been involved in all of them in 

many different roles. 

CHMCC’s South Pacific 

Featuring an up to date backdrop utilising 

a live LCD screen and with a talented 

cast, this show entertained audiences 

throughout November. 

First time Producer/Director Harrison 

Allen presented his debut production in 

January. Featuring many CHATS mem-

bers this show delighted those who 

saw it. Well done to all involved!  

It’s a Wonderful Life 

Villians 

A Very Evil Cabaret 

Professional production company 

Naidu Performing Arts  followed 

up on their very successful stage 

musical “It Takes a Village” with a 

new format at a new venue (the 

conservatorium performance 

space). Well received by all! 



CHATS Scholarships 
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The committee resolved last year to implement scholarships to NIDA weekend courses for two mem-

bers each year.  

This year the inaugural scholarships were awarded to Alana Pearce (Stage Management) and Amber-

Lily Tasker (Directing), and they attended their respective courses at NIDA in Sydney on the weekend 

of 11th and 12th of January. 

Alana has been Stage Manager for a number of recent shows and is SM for Romeo and Juliet, and 

Amber is Assistant Director for Romeo and Juliet. 

Expressions of interest for next years scholarships will be called for later in the year. 

Amber and Alana reflect on their experience - 

Undergoing a Director's Scholarship at NIDA was one of the most rewarding experiences 

of my life. Not only was the Institute beautiful, I learnt so much in such a short span of 

time. I was only there two days and I now have a fairly firm grasp on what I can do for 

CHATS as a Director. The course was run by two lovely talented ladies named Allison Ben-

nett and Kim Hardwick, both of whom have worked with some huge names in the industry. 

We went over everything from pitching your show to a production team to Tech Week. The 

teachers didn't treat Directing as some Holier-Than-Thou shtick, they called it what it is - Telling a story. They 

were real with us, Directing is hard and at times emotional but it is at its core a collaboration with all kinds of 

artists.  Kim and Allison really put in to perspective all the things that you can do with a stage and creative 

people and I am very grateful to everyone who made this possible.  

First off I would like to thank Chats and in particular David Tune for this opportunity to learn 

at one of Australia's most recognised performing arts schools, it was an honor to be one of 

the first to receive this scholarship. I went to Sydney for the Stage Management Essentials 

course, wow what a weekend! So much information packed into two days but so worth it. My 

teacher was lovely, she has been working as a Stage Manager and Assistant Stage Manager 

for 10 years and had many great stories and helpful tips to teach. It was wonderful hearing 

about her adventures in this industry and what she has learned on the job that may help us in 

our theatre experiences. We did a few practical exercises in class like calling a show, mark-

ing up a rehearsal space and dictating blocking which was great hands-on experience! I look 

forward to using my new knowledge in upcoming shows and in turn helping wherever I can and sharing the in-

formation I now know. Again, I want to thank everyone involved in sending Amber and I to these courses, it was 

an amazing adventure that I will never forget and it would have never been able to happen if it weren't for 

them so thank you so much! 



UPCOMING SHOWS AND ACTIVITIES 
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FOR  MORE…  
 

VISIT THE CHATS WEBSITE                   www.chats.org.au 
 

FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK        Chats Productions 
 

FIND US ON INSTAGRAM             chatsproductionsinc 

Auditions for ‘Steel Magnolias’ 

will be held on the weekend of 

the 18th and 19th of April, details 

and venue to be advised. 

Don’t forget to “Like” the CHATS 

Productions Inc Facebook page to 

keep up to date with information 

as it comes to hand.  

The aim of this workshop is to encourage and support local play-

wrights by sharing with them the knowledge gained by three long-

term practitioners who care passionately about theatre. It is designed 

to be a hands-on experience that will result in powerful monologues.  

http://www.chats.org.au
https://www.facebook.com/CHATSproductionsinc/
https://www.facebook.com/CHATSproductionsinc/

